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CONPIDENTIAL STATE 071653 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SREF, SY, IS 

SUBJECT: SYRIAN POWS IN ISRAEL 

1 . DURING CALL ON DEPARTMENT OPPICER ON APRIL 8, SYRIAN 
INTERESTS SECTION CHIEP KABBANI SAID HE HAD BEEN IN- 
PORMED BY DAMASCUS THAT SYRIAN PRISONERS IN ISRAEL BEING 
BADLY MISTREATED. KABBANI ALLEGED SYRIAN PRISONERS ARE 
BEING KEPT IN CROWDED CONDITIONS AND NOT ALLOWED EXERCISE 
OR READING MATERIALS; SAID IN SOME CASES WOUNDED HAVE 
BEEN TRANSFERRED PREMATURELY PROM HOSPITALS TO PRISONS. 
KABBANI SAID SYRIAN GOVERNMENT HAS LEARNED OP HUNGER 
STRIKE BY PRISONERS RECENTLY IN PROTEST OP THESE VIOLATIONS 
OP GENEVA CONVENTION. KABBANI SAID REPORTS OF THIS KIND 
CAN ONLY ACCENTUATE DIPPERENCES BETWEEN SYRIA AND ISRAEL 
AND MAKE IT MORE DIFPICULT TO REACH AGREEMENT. 

2. DEPTOPF ASKED WHETHER SYRIA WAS ASKING USG TAKE SOME 
PARTICULAR ACTION IN THIS MATTER. KABBANI SAID HE WAS 
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BRINGING MATTER UP WITH USG IN ORDER THAT IT MIGHT DO WHAT 
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IT CAN TO ALLEVIATE CONDITIONS OE SYRIAN POWS IN ISRAEL. 

3. MISSION REQUESTED MAKE INQUIRY WITH ICRC AS FOLLOWS: 

USG ASSUMES ICRC HAS GIVEN SYRIA AS WELL AS ISRAEL COPIES 
OE ITS REPORTS ON ITS VISITS TO SYRIAN POWS. USG, HOWEVER, 

WANTS ICRC TO KNOW ON STRICTLY CONEIDENTIAL BASIS OE THIS 
SYRIAN APPROACH TO US AND WOULD WELCOME ICRC'S COMMENTS, 

WHICH WE WOULD OE COURSE BE PREPARED TREAT AS CONEIDENTIAL. 

RUSH 
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